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St. Stephen ‘The Iron Church’

By Edge of Humanity Magazine (https://edgeofhumanity.com/author/eoh2014/), December 29,2021

Documentary Photographer Aydin Cetinbostanoglu (http://cetinbostanoglu.com/index.html) is the Edge of Humanity
Magazine contributor of this documentary photography. From the project ‘Bulgarian St. Stephen Church (Iron Church)’. To
see Aydin’s body of work, click on any image.
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Bulgarian St Stephen Church, also known as the Bulgarian Iron Church, is a Bulgarian Orthodox church in Balat, Istanbul,
Turkey. It is famous for being made of prefabricated cast-iron elements in the neo-Byzantine style. The church belongs to the
Bulgarian minority in the city.

In the 19th century, Greek rituals were held in Orthodox churches in Istanbul. For this reason, Bulgarians from Istanbul wanted
to establish an independent church from the Fener Greek Patriarchate in order to perform rituals in their own language, but
the Patriarchate rejected this request of the Bulgarians. Thereupon, the Bulgarians wanted to leave the Greek Patriarchate and
build an independent church for themselves.
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The negotiations with Sultan Abdulaziz did not allow the Bulgarians to build a church independent of the Fener Patriarchate.
However, in order not to directly reject the demands of the Bulgarians, the Sultan says, “If you finish the construction of the
church in three months, I will let you.” At that time, it was not possible for such a construction to be completed in three
months under those conditions. An iron frame was preferred to concrete reinforcement because of the weak ground conditions.
The construction plans were prepared by the Istanbul-based Ottoman Armenian architect Hovsep Aznavour.
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An international competition was conducted to produce the prefabricated cast iron parts of the church, won by an Austrian
company, R. Ph. Waagner. The prefabricated elements, weighing 500 tons, were produced in Vienna from 1893 to 1896 and
transported to Istanbul by ship through the Danube and the Black Sea. After one-and-a-half years, the church was completed
in 1898 and inaugurated by Exarch Joseph on 8 September that year.
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Sultan Abdulaziz keeps his promise. The church becomes permanent.

The main skeleton of the church was made of steel and covered by metal boards. All the pieces were attached together with
nuts, bolts, rivets, or welding. In terms of architecture, the church combines Neo-Byzantine and Neo-Baroque influences.
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All images and text © Aydin Cetinbostanoglu

See also:
“An Endless Journey” (http://cetinbostanoglu.com/published.html)

By Aydin Cetinbostanoglu
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Aydin’s Previous Contributions To Edge Of Humanity Magazine
In Harmony With Nature (https://edgeofhumanity.com/2021/12/11/in-harmony-with-nature/)
Village Life | Zagrazhden, Bulgaria (https://edgeofhumanity.com/2021/04/12/village-life-zagrazhden-bulgaria/)

Sacred Places | The Church Of Saint Demetrius, Greece (https://edgeofhumanity.com/2021/03/22/sacred-places-the-church-of-
saint-demetrius-greece/)

Anatolia | 1973 (https://edgeofhumanity.com/2021/03/19/anatolia-1973/)

In A Tight Spot | Maeklong Railway Market, Thailand (https://edgeofhumanity.com/2018/12/12/maeklong/)
History, Daily Life & Food | Chinatown, Bangkok, Thailand (https://edgeofhumanity.com/2018/12/05/chinatown/)
Christian Celebrations | Bulgaria (https://edgeofhumanity.com/2018/11/29/bulgaria/)

The Cost Of A Bride — Roma’s Traditional Wedding Negotiations (https://edgeofhumanity.com/2017/05/26/roma/)
Turkey’s Alevi Community (https://edgeofhumanity.com/2017/03/12/turkey-3/)

Christian Arab Congregation In Antakya, Turkey (https://edgeofhumanity.com/2017/02/07/faith-3/)
Refugee Stories — The Yazidis In Turkey (https://edgeofhumanity.com/2016/08/28/refugee-6/)

Gypsies — Marriage Ceremonies & Their Way Of Life (https://edgeofhumanity.com/2016/08/04/gypsy/)

Edge of Humanity Magazine is an independent nondiscriminatory platform that has no religious, political, financial, or social

affiliations.

We are committed to publishing the human condition, the raw diverse global entanglement, with total impartiality.
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2 RESPONSES TO “ST. STEPHEN ‘THE IRON CHURCH’”

AKwafrigeria (http://akwafrigeria.home.blog) - December 29,2021 (https://edgeofhumanity.com/2021/12/29/st-stephen-the-iron-church/#comment-

621)

Wow, thanks for sharing
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Tim Harlow (http://timothyharlow.wordpress.com) - December 29,2021 (https://edgeofhumanity.com/2021/12/29/st-stephen-the-iron-

church/#comment-620)

Fascinating. Thank you!
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